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Abstract -- 10 points total At least 200 words and properly 
formatted as it appears on the 
“Formatting Example” document 
on my teacher site. Uses full, 
in-depth sentences to explain the 
theme, organization, inspiration, 
and cohesion of the poetry 
portfolio. Tells the audience 
enough background to fully 
comprehend the poems without 
giving too much away. 

150-200 words and properly 
formatted as it appears on the 
“Formatting Example” document 
on my teacher site. Uses full 
sentences to explain the theme, 
organization, and cohesion of the 
poetry portfolio. Tells the 
audience important background 
about the poems. 

Less than 150 words and 
improperly formatted. May or 
may not use full sentences to 
explain the theme and cohesion of 
the poetry portfolio. Lacks 
essential background or gives too 
much information away. 

Free verse poem -- 10 points total Has clear purpose which relates to 
theme statement. Includes five 
clear and labeled poetic devices. 
Poetic devices add to the purpose 
of the poem, show mastery of 
content, and creativity. Poetic 
devices differ from ones used in 
other poems. 

Has clear purpose which relates to 
theme statement. Includes five 
clear and labeled poetic devices. 
Poetic devices show 
understanding of content, and 
creativity. Some poetic devices 
overlap those used in other 
poems.  

Purpose is unclear and does not 
relate to theme statement. 
Includes less than five poetic 
devices and/or lacks labeling. 
Poetic devices show difficulty in 
comprehension of material, are 
dull, or unoriginal. Poetic devices 
are the same used in other poems 

Choice poem -- 10 points total Has clear purpose which relates to 
theme statement. Form is labeled 
and/or confirmed.  Includes four 
clear and labeled poetic devices. 
Poetic devices add to the purpose 
of the poem, show mastery of 
content, and creativity. Poetic 

Has clear purpose which relates to 
theme statement. Form is 
confirmed.  Includes three four 
and labeled poetic devices. Poetic 
devices show understanding of 
content and creativity. Some 
poetic devices overlap those used 

Purpose is unclear and does not 
relate to theme statement. Form is 
unclear and unconfirmed.. 
Includes less than four poetic 
devices and/or lacks labeling. 
Poetic devices show difficulty in 
comprehension of material, are 



devices differ from ones used in 
other poems. 

in other poems.  dull, or unoriginal. Poetic devices 
are the same used in other poems. 

Theme statement Theme statement is explicitly 
stated on cover page. It is a full 
sentence without personal 
pronouns. It is bold, arguable, and 
interesting. All poems have unity, 
cohesion, and related clearly to 
theme statement.  

Theme statement is explicitly 
stated on cover page.It is bold, 
and interesting. All poems are 
related clearly to theme statement.  

Theme statement may or may not 
be stated on cover page. It is 
somewhat dull or predictable. 
Very little connection between 
poems and theme statement. 

MLA formatting Shows mastery of MLA 
formatting. Includes proper cover 
page with theme statement, size 
12 Times New Roman font, and 
MLA header. 

Shows understanding of MLA 
formatting. Includes proper cover 
page with theme statement, size 
12 Times New Roman font, and 
MLA header. 

Shows difficulty of MLA 
formatting. Includes some, but not 
all of the following:  proper cover 
page with theme statement, size 
12 Times New Roman font, and 
MLA header. 

 


